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UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON WELCOMES LARGEST LAW CLASS IN HISTORY;
NEARLY ONE-THIRD DRAWN TO FLAGSHIP PROGRAM IN LAW AND TECHNOLOGY
DAYTON, Ohio -The University of Dayton's School of Law this fall has welcomed
the largest first-year class in its history after enjoying an application surge higher than the
national average.
As the Internet expands, the University of Dayton continues to see growing interest in its
flagship program in law and technology. Nearly a third (31.5 percent) of the 219 incoming
students have expressed an interest in the program, which trains students in patent, copyright,
trademark, intellectual property and computer I cyberspace law.
The newest class of aspiring lawyers comes from 30 states and four foreign countries.
They hold undergraduate degrees from 115 colleges and universities, with their majors ranging
from pre-law to the classics to neuroscience. The entering class continues to be diverse, with
12.8 percent minority enrollment.
The University of Dayton received 1,860 applications, a 10.4 percent upswing in
applications over last year's strong volume. Sixty incoming law students- double the number
anticipated by school officials- took a new, no-credit online summer honors course, "In the
Service of Justice," as a way to get a head start on law school. The free monthlong course also
served as an early resume builder.
Lisa Kloppenberg, dean of the UD law school, credits the summer honors program with
helping to fuel the increase in enrollment. She also cited factors such as increased outreach to
prospective students by students, faculty and alumni; receptions at law firms, hosted by UD
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alumni and friends, in key cities around the cmmtry; and the growing reputation of the law
school and its program in law and technology.
"It's a very competitive environment for law school right now," said Janet Hein,
assistant dean and director of admissions and financial aid at the University of Dayton School
of Law. "Our reputation is growing. The slow economy coupled with low interest rates also
make law school attractive. It's not nearly as hard to go to law school today as five years ago
because the interest rates on students loans are so much lower."
As of August, 100,600 persons had applied to attend U.S. law schools for 2004,
according to the Law School Admission Council. Applicants applied earlier and to five law
schools or more to increase their likelihood of acceptance, according to the LSAC. While LSAC
statistics show applications up at 123 of the nation's 187law schools, the University of
Dayton's application volume ran higher than the national average of 9.5 percent. UD is one of
68 law schools nationwide that enjoyed an application increase of more than 10 percent over
last year. Since 2002, applications have jumped 34 percent at UD's School of Law.
-30For media interviews, contact Lisa Klopp en berg at (937) 229-3795 or Janet Hein at
(937) 229-3555.

